[Morphologic studies on the occurrence of HBs antigen in liver cirrhoses, epicirrhotic and pure cancers in a large autopsy sample].
1063 hepatic cirrhoses, 138 epicirrhotic carcinomas, and 138 carcinomas without cirrhosis from the autopsy material of the Dresden region obtained from 1970 to 1979 were examined for the occurrence of HBsAg by means of reclassification and after-staining of the documented section material with orcein staining according to Shikata. The portion of the post-B-hepatic cirrhoses of the liver was 95 (8.9 per cent of the total material). In epicirrhotic carcinomas a HBsAg-containing cirrhotic portion was identified in 14 cases (10.1 per cent), whereas hepatic tissue of carcinomas without cirrhosis never showed HBsAg. A relation between the activity degree of the hepatic cirrhosis and the quantity and distribution of HBsAg could not be established. The found out numbers (about equally frequent occurrence of HBsAg in hepatic cirrhosis and epicirrhotic carcinomas, no identification in the hepatic tissue of carcinomas without cirrhosis) reveal that the thesis of a hepatocarcinogenic effect of the hepatitis B virus cannot be supported by the histologic identification of HBsAg in our investigational material. The possibility of confusion of ground-glass hepatocytes with liver oncocytes in the HE-stained section material of the autopsy material is pointed out.